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WATER CRISIS 

21. Hon FRANK HOUGH to the minister representing the Minister for the Environment and 
Heritage:  

I refer to the water crisis faced by Western Australia.   

(1) When will the Government make mandatory the installation of rainwater tanks for all new homes, 
business premises and public-use buildings?   

(2) What rebate will the Government provide to owners of existing homes, business premises and public-
use buildings for the installation of rainwater tanks?   

(3) What plans does the Government have for drafting an environmental building code that encourages the 
building of water and energy-efficient homes?  

Hon TOM STEPHENS replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question, which I am answering in a representative capacity for the 
Minister for the Environment and Heritage.   

Hon Barry House:  You are still responsible for it.   

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  Yes. 

Hon Barry House:  Do not forget that.  

The PRESIDENT:  Order! The minister is trying to deliver what looks to be a lengthy answer.   

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  The answer is as follows -  

(1) The water crisis that much of the State is now experiencing has demonstrated that we need to use water 
more efficiently.  On 1 August 2002 the Premier released the draft state water conservation strategy for 
comment.  The strategy makes recommendations on how we can use water more efficiently.  A number 
of forums are to be held across the State to encourage debate on the strategy and how we can best 
conserve our water supplies.  It is important that we engage the community in developing solutions and 
improving water-use efficiencies.  The installation of rainwater tanks is an issue that should be 
discussed at these forums.   

I understand Hon Nick Griffiths would have something to say on this question if given the chance.  

The PRESIDENT:  This is not the chance. 

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  I continue -  

(2) The draft strategy also recommends the implementation of a rebate or bounty system for allocating 
funds for waste water reuse, efficiency projects and alternative supply systems such as rainwater tanks.  
Such a system would operate on the basis of a certain number of dollars for each megalitre of water 
saved.  Recommendations from the forums will need strong community acceptance if they are to be 
successful.  After full community discussion, the Government will implement strategies that reduce 
demand and improve efficiencies.   

(3) The draft strategy recommends that building codes are developed to ensure water efficiency in new 
developments and refurbishments.   

 


